
PTA Minutes – Pending approval 

16 February 2016 

Call to Order 6:30 

 

Present: Molly H., Adam S., Andy R., Martha M., Tiffany D., Marcie F., Elizabeth A., Tiy G., Danielle M., Jennifer R., 

Jill S., Christopher A. C., Bill Taylor, Jill G. 

 

1. Presentation of January Minutes. Motion to approve,Jill S.  

2. Book Fair presentation by Marcie F. The spring book fair will be March 14th-March 18th and the theme is “Feelin’ 

Groovy: Peace, Love, and Books.” The teachers will have a preview day on the 14th to list books they’d like for 

their rooms. The 15th will feature “Peace, Lunch, and Books” with the South Side community invited in for 

shopping and lunch with their students (there will be a way to RSVP online). The fair will again be open during 

parent/teacher conferences and you will be able to shop online from March 9th-25th at http://scholasticfair.com/fair 

(search by zip code). The online orders will be shipped free of charge to the school.  Our goal is $3200 and 

proceeds go to the library budget. There will also be another All for Kids change drive before the book fair to raise 

money for kids to buy books. 

3. Treasurer's Report is available at https://southsidepta.wordpress.com/pta-files 

4. Membership Report. One new member. 

5. Principal's Report made by Mr. Taylor. 

a. Thanks to the PTA for Science Night. 

b. Recess discussion update. Mr. Taylor polled other schools and discussed recess with the South Side 

teachers. All but two of the other grade schools responded to Mr. Taylor’s request for information. One 

school reported offering 2 15 minute recess times during the day; other schools (like South Side) leave the 

time to the professional judgment of the teacher. There are usually one or two 10 to 15 minute breaks per 

day. There isn’t a clear picture of what other schools do during inclement weather; South Side stays in the 

classroom and uses the concept of “brain breaks” and the teachers using their best judgment to respond to 

the cues of the students. On a related note, Unit 4 will deliver woodchips for our playground when we get 

a few days of good weather.  Lunch recess is held in the classroom with monitor and activities suggested 

by the teachers (so the teacher is able to have a lunch break). Lunch is 15-20 minutes and recess is 15-20 

minutes. Parents are welcome to come in to observe lunch. One suggestion for helping kids who pack a 

lunch is to use a bento-style box; it makes it easier for the child to see all their food at one time so things 

don’t get lost in the lunch bag. 

6. Walkathon 2016 planning presented by Tiy G. Tiy and Elizabeth P. are leading the committee and are getting a 

good jump on planning for next year. They hope to ramp up the event to make it exciting for the kids, as well as 

modernize the fundraising aspect. They welcome anyone with ideas to join them and they are currently in the 

brainstorming phase. They especially would like people with tech experience to assist as they could use expertise 

in looking at payment gateways. They would like to get a log of planning done before the summer to weave in new 

families in the Fall. Mr. Taylor also suggested they present at Kindergarten Round-Up this spring. 

7. Fun Night will be Friday April 8th from 6-8pm. This is a fun event for South Side families, with no charge for 

admission or activities. There will be concessions for sale and a 50/50 raffle to help defray costs. Look for more 

information to come home in What’s Happening.  

8. PARCC testing will be April 5-15 for 3rd, 4th, and 5th graders. 

9. We had a brief discussion about how people like to get information from the PTA. Current communication 

channels include What’s Happening, Facebook, and the mailing list (Yahoo! Groups). There is a South Side PTA 

webpage and perhaps it could be used more, especially as incoming kindergarten families are thinking about South 

Side during the Schools of Choice enrollment period. This discussion will continue.  

10. There are currently two Wishlist requests: one request for fidget toys and one for headphones.  

11. Parent/teacher conference meals will be changing to better meet the needs of our teachers. Requests will be going 

home in March. 

Motion to adjourn by Jennifer R. Seconded by Tiffany D. 

Adjourned. 


