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What’s Happening at South Side 
SOUTH SIDE PTA’S WEEKLY NEWSLETTER FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 14, 2014  

2013 

Upcoming Events: 
 

Feb 17:  No School; Presidents Day 
 

Feb 18:  PTA Meeting, 6:30pm 
Kindergarten Tours, 6-8:00pm 

 

Feb 21: Pro Kids Assembly, 5:30 (last names  
M-Z) & 7:30pm(last names A-L) 

 

Feb 25:  Educational Forum at Champaign 
Library, 6-8:00pm  

 

March 3-7: I-SAT Testing, Grades 3-5 
Box Tops Collections Week 

 

March 7: Fun Night!  6:00-8:00pm 
 

For more events, visit  
http://southsidepta.wordpress.com 

School of Choice Open House, Feb 18 –  
Still need parent volunteers! 

 

We still need some volunteers to help at the School of 
Choice Open House that is scheduled for next Tuesday, 
February 18th, 6:00pm-8:00pm. We are looking for 
volunteers to greet parents and children who attend 
the open house. As you are aware, the majority of 
those attending will have kindergarten children and/or 
are new parents/students to the district. We, of 
course, want to show these prospective families what 
a great school community we have including 
faculty/staff and parents (PTA). 
 

We would like to have some current South Side 
parents/guardians there who can answer basic 
questions about South Side, give tours if requested 
and let potential parents and students know the great 
things our school has to offer! I have divided the time 
into 2 different time slots of 6pm-7pm and 7pm-8pm, 
but if you are able to do the whole two hours (6pm-
8pm) that would be great too! If you have any 
questions, please contact Alice 
at ambrownfield@sbcglobal.net or (217) 778-6123.  
 

To sign up, go to:  
www.SignUpGenius.com/go/70A084DA9AF28A75-
school 

South Side PTA Meeting Agenda Draft 
February 18, 2014   6:30pm 

 

o Welcome  
o Present November Minutes   
o Membership Report & Committees updates 
o Principal’s Report 
o Treasurers Report  
o Upcoming events          

 Pro Kids Assembly 

 Educational Forum 

 Fun Night 

 Reading Night 

 Book Fair 

 Teacher Appreciation 

 Science Night                                       
o Other business:   

 Recent events: Food Drive & Old 
Chicago Night 

 Parent concerns 
 

Principal’s Note 
 

South Side Families, 
Please remember as you drop your children off in 
the morning and pick them up in the afternoon, 
that we need to keep the line moving so the boys 
and girls can stay out of the weather.  We 
understand that parents sometimes like to watch 
their children walk from the car to the school 
building, but if you do that we ask you to please pull 
your car forward and park along the baseball field. 
 

During the winter months, especially, it's also 
important to be aware of pedestrians making their 
way to school.  Often times the footing isn't the 
best, so please make sure drivers give enough space 
and time for people who are walking to cross the 
parking lot and blacktop. 
 

Thanks so much for your help! 
 

BT 
 

tel:%28217%29%20778-6123
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/70A084DA9AF28A75-school
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/70A084DA9AF28A75-school


 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

South Side Seven Questions 
Mrs. Davis 

5th Grade Teacher 
 

1. What is your full name?   

 Tiffany Marie Davis 

2. What is your favorite children’s book?   

 Wonder by R.J. Palacio and City of 

Ember by Jeanne DuPrau 

3. What do you do in your free time?   

 My free time is spent raising three small 

children, so that takes almost all my 

time.  I’ll get back to traveling, reading, 

and working out more someday. 

4. What is something you want all the children at 

South Side to know? 

 I want all South Siders to enjoy and 

appreciate one another.  They are 

fortunate to be part of such a small 

community of learners, where we can 

learn from our similarities and 

differences in a safe place. Middle 

school will be here before you know it, 

and that’s a completely different 

environment! 

5. What is your least favorite food? 

 Just about anything made with fish 

6. What is your favorite word? 

 Provence… I hope to travel there again 

someday. 

7. When you were in elementary school, what did 

you want to be when you grew up?  

 A teacher or veterinarian, and a mom 

Science Night 
 

Save the Date!  Science Night is coming Tuesday, 
April 22nd.  More Information, on this South Side 
favorite event, will come in the next few weeks. 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PTA President’s Corner 
 

Dear South Side Families,  
Recently, the PTA was given the pleasure of honoring staff and parent volunteers at the annual Founder's 
Day dinner.  It's a tradition to honor outstanding staff and parents (typically whose last year it is at South 
Side).  This year we honored Camille Griffin and Bonnie Williams as outstanding Cross Categorical 
staff.  And, we honored 5 parents who have collectively had 11 students at South Side over the past 10 
years. 
 

Here's a little bit about why we honored all of these wonderful Super Stars this year.  If you get a chance, 
tell them "Thank you" for all they do! 
 

Camille Griffin is a Cross Categorical leader that has been at South Side for 5 years.  Staff and parents at 
South Side feel she is so deserving of being honored for many reasons.  She brings a youthful energy to the 
staff with her enthusiasm, openness to new ideas and innovation, and boundless empathy for ALL 
students at South Side. She works closely with students in a way that is fun, nurturing and 
encouraging.  Her warm smile, genuine interest when she asks how you are doing and her willingness to 
help with any project presented are just the beginning of her contributions to the SS community/PTA.  To 
list just a few of the things she has done that make her one of our SuperStars; She runs with the students 
at our Walk-a-Thon, encourages her students to help decorate the school for special events, supports 
parents by participating during school events such as Lego Lunch, makes it possible for students to attend 
evening programming. She even organized a fun video making of the Harlem shake as a staff morale 
booster and a way to cheer up Mr. Taylor when he was out because of a surgery.   Just ask for the link and 
we'll happily share it! 
  

Bonnie Williams is a Cross Categorical Aide that has been at South Side for 11 years. Teachers describe her 
as always willing to help in whatever ways are needed.  Her job requires that she works with different 
teachers and students of varying grade levels throughout the day, but she never misses a beat!  Students 
think of her as a teacher and look to her for learning and guidance.  She has also been described as the 
“Laminating Queen” and is often one of the first staff to arrive in the building in the morning getting right 
to work on projects that she’s requested teachers leave for her.  
Bonnie gives it her all, brings in things from home, loves the kids thoroughly and pays attention to the 
specific talents all the children in the classrooms she works in.  She notices the small, sweet things that the 
children do, and lets the kids know that she noticed which makes them feel special. 
 

The five parents we honored have given their time and energy to the staff, students and families of South 
Side through their volunteer work.  They have been Room Parents, produced yearbooks, hosted Science 
Fairs, created the "Golden Shoe" for our walk-a-thon, brought Shakespeare to the classroom, chaired 
multiple PTA committees like Fun Night, Fine Arts Night, Turn Off Screens Week and Science Night.  They 
have published a newspaper, been PTA Board members and supported various school activities over the 
years like  Field Trips, Walk-a-thon, Teacher Appreciation, working with our Artist's in residence, Book Fairs 
and MUCH more.  
 

At South Side we are so blessed to have a wonderful community comprised of parents, family members, 
teachers and staff looking out for the best interest of our kids.  We can't say thank you enough to 
everyone, but we hope you all know how grateful we are.  Thank you all!   
 

Sara Balgoyen 
PTA President 
 


