
PTA Minutes – Pending approval 

19 January 2016 

Call to Order 6:32 

 

Present: Jennifer R., Jill S., Lynford G., Keely A., Kathy R., Andy R., Michael M., Melissa M., Sharlene D., 

Molly H., Sara T., Elizabeth A., Danielle M., Tiffany D., Eric Burton., Sujata D., Teklii D., Karen J., Colleen 

R., Melissa S., Jill G. 

 

1. Presentation of November Minutes. Motion to approve, Jill S. Seconded by Elizabeth A. 

2. Membership Report. No changes to report. 

3. Principal's Report made by Mr. Taylor. 

a. Second grade teacher Ms. Haskett took a job in another district before winter break. We have 

hired Jordan Parker. She is fitting in to South Side and the kids seem to really like her. 

b. Kindergarten registration started in January and goes through end of March. Kindergarten 

forums begin next week at Stratton, and there will be one in February at Kenwood. Later on 

are the open houses to let prospective families come in to the schools. Tours starting for 

prospective families to see the school day. Have had PTA families available to assist and talk 

about our community. 

c. National African American Parent Involvement Day (NAAPID) will be 2/8/16. Mr. Taylor 

will ask PTA members to help facilitate. Current plan is for a lunch with families and would 

like to give books to families to take home. 

d. PARCC results are scheduled to be mailed home 1/29/16, along with an explanatory letter. 

4. Science Night will be 2/5/16. Will have groups from UIUC to do hand-on activities with kids. 

Students will get to walk around and view other projects in the first part of the evening, hands-on 

activities will be in the classrooms. There will be raffles and medals. It is important to let Mrs. Davis 

know if you need an outlet for your project. Direct any questions to Mrs. Davis 

5. Wish Box - Teachers will be able to fill out a form if they see a need in the classroom that PTA could 

help meet. Example wishes would be if teacher notices a student needs socks or pencils or the next 

size up shoe. The Wish Box mailbox will be in the front office. Requests will be anonymous to protect 

privacy. We are working on the logistics of how to share requests for goods (possibly email or on the 

Facebook group). 

6. Moe's Fundraiser. Jill S. presented on the Meatheads fundraiser in December, where we raised a little 

over $100. The next fundraiser will be 2/11/15 at Moe's (on South Neil St). 20% of proceeds will 

come back to PTA. We will work with the Teacher/Staff Appreciation Committee to provide a staff 

lunch that day from Moe and the catering funds will be counted towards the fundraiser. Flyer will be 

coming out. If you just want to donate money to PTA, feel free! 

7. Treasurer's Report - Not a lot of activity past few months. A little over $600 from Box Tops, $150-

$200 from Schnucks escript program, $100 from Meatheads fundraiser. 

8. Extra Recess Discussion. A post shared in our Facebook group about a school in Texas that has tripled 

recess time for kids sparked interest in recess at South Side (see http://www.scarymommy.com/texas-

school-triples-recess-time-and-sees-immediate-positive-results-in-kids/). Mr. Taylor was on hand to 

provide information about recess at South Side. Some classes do recess, some do not, some do more 

than one. Generally speaking the younger kids do get recess. Six states have mandated PE and Illinois 

is one of those states, Texas is not (so two of the recesses cited in the blog post would work out to one 

of our PE classes). There were a range of parent questions with responses from Mr. Taylor: 



a. Are there restrictions that make it harder to fit in more recess or extend lunchtime? Not that 

Mr. Taylor knows of. We have 6 hours at school. We can't expect kids to sit in a chair for 

extended periods of time and expect them to be productive learners. But we do have a lot of 

work to do.  

b. What about instruction hours? There are mandated instruction hours in the State of Illinois, is 

that something that you bump against if you wanted to extend lunch for 30 minutes before 

recess or add more recess time? We'd have trouble getting all the necessary academics done.  

c. What's guiding what needs to be done academically? When you look at the curriculum, the 

lessons for math (Everyday Math) and literacy are generally an hour long. We report to the 

State how much time we spend on math and reading per week and it's about 300 minutes per 

week on each. 

d. So if we decided that recess is a priority as a community (especially on the younger end of the 

spectrum), is this something we can actually change, even if other schools are doing it 

differently? Mr. Taylor is not sure they don't get enough activity time; they have movement 

time, which isn’t the same as unstructured play time. But there are many demands on the 

school day.  

e. Parent who shared the blog post about Texas wanted to start a dialog. Since the teachers in the 

article seem excited by the changes they saw, can we encourage teachers to continue dialog 

with community to add recess and more play during the day? Can we encourage the teachers 

to try it and then share feedback with each other and the parents?. Some teachers do "brain 

breaks" in their classroom where the kids dance, and move around. Mr. Taylor will have this 

discussion with the faculty and follow up with the PTA at the next meeting. It was also 

suggested that teachers brainstorm creative ways to ask for PTA support in building in 

flexibility for more play in the classroom (parent volunteers to help supervise, for 

example).Mr. Taylor will also talk to other principals to see if they're having this discussion.  

f. When kids are able to go outside, are there restrictions on play? They cannot play tag, true, 

but you can slide and monkey bar and play in the woodchips. More woodchips will be 

delivered in the spring.  

g. What can we do if we notice the classroom snacks tend towards a lot of unhealthy food? Talk 

to your teacher and they can remind families that class snacks should be healthy.  

9. Additional items:  

a. Box Tops collection will be the first week in February. 

b. Chess Club flyer coming home soon. The club will be for 3rd-5th graders. Free, all ability 

levels welcome. Will meet in library. 

 

Motion to adjourn by Jennifer R.. Seconded by Jill S..  

Adjourned. 


