
PTA Minutes – Pending approval 

18 Nov 2014 

Call to order 6:30 

1. Presentation by Molly H. on the recent Mousetrap Machine Science Assembly. It was 

serendipitous that South Side was able to have the assembly and was able to collaborate with 

Carrie Busey.  $200 was funded by Science Committee due to short notice and didn’t have time 

to get approval from PTA. Assembly was a lot of fun and the kids were very excited and 

engaged. Motion to approve $200 for science reimbursement approved. 

 

2. Presentation by Jill S. on Zumba in PE. Mr. Wenzel would like money to support a Zumba unit for 

all the kids in PE. He would coordinate with Kids Movement Art (the people behind the after-

school programs). Cost is $150/day for 6 days for a total of $900. Since Walk-A-Thon annual 

fundraiser was a success, is this do-able? Involves every child during the school day, especially 

the boys who might not normally try dance. Vote to support Zumba unit in PE passed. Vote to 

support Zumba.  Passed. 

 

3. Sara B. talked about South Side participation in Reflections. While submissions were up from 

past year, we’d like to see more kids participate. Looking into getting more information about 

the program and we are open to ideas to encourage participation.  

 

4. Jennifer R. has been working on restaurant fundraisers. First event is December 10 at 

Meatheads. South Side will get 10% back of what we spend from 4-close. Watch for flyer in 

What’s Happening. If you forget the flier, you can tell them you’re with South Side.  

 

5. Principal’s Update from Mr. Taylor.  

a. Pumpkin Night/Reading Night was a success and Book Fair brought in a lot of money 

over goal. Thank you!  

b. Thanks in advance of chili for faculty/staff next week (arranged by Jenna Weglarz-Ward). 

c.  2014 is South Side’s 90th birthday and Mrs. Lozar is really interested in putting 

something together for the spring to celebrate. She would love to collaborate with PTA. 

If interested please contact her (lozaram@champaignschools.org or put a note in her 

mailbox).  

d. Concern was raised at the monthly building council meeting about the Glen D. mural at 

bottom of stairs. Teachers would like to post student work on bulletin board there (such 

as from KAM-WAM). We will remove the mural and store it for future display. 

 

6. Membership update – No new PTA members. 5th grade celebration committee needs members. 

Watch for blurb in What’s Happening.  

 

7. Treasurer’s report – Report approved. Form 990 has been filed for Federal/State taxes. 

 



8. October PTA minutes approved.  

 

9. Enrichment presentation by Jaime Roundtree.  Unit 4 would like to get more parent input on the 

enrichment program.  Various criteria used to select children for program (testing via NNAT, 

MAP, and ISAT or replacement PARCC). Mrs. Lozar has various programs for different grade 

levels and kids in enrichment are pulled out for 40 minutes a week. Enrichment demographics at 

South Side were reported at 61 white students, 6 black students, 5 Asian students, and 2 Native 

American/Alaskan . Survey going out to current families about improving the program. Please 

think about what your child values about enrichment and what are some areas to grow in? Mr. 

Roundtree answered questions from the floor. Enrichment teachers in different schools do 

collaborate. Looking at inclusion from year-to-year. Demographics are less than balanced so 

how do we increase diversity in the program to match the enrollment demographics in the 

school?  Could we look at getting a full time enrichment person to increase the program? 

Maybe. We are looking at the whole program and getting feedback. How do we find the gifts of 

all children? Is program at cap right now? We aren’t overcrowded, but there isn’t a lot of extra 

capacity. Could we include parent volunteers? Questions or concerns, please contact Mr. 

Roundtree (roundtja@champaignschools.org). 

 

10. Upcoming dates : 

a.  Cookie grab for teachers on December 18. We will need lots of cookies! Look for more 

info soon.  

b. Next PTA meeting January 20 at 6:30.  

c. Educational Forum January 27 from 6:30-7:30. Subject TBA. If you have ideas, contact 

Tiffany D. (davisti@champaignschools.org).  

Adjourned at 7:30. 


