
PTA Minutes – Pending approval  
15 Sep 2015 
Call to order at 6:30 
 
Present: Cindy T., Rebekah W., Dave S., Jr., Bill Taylor, Frank J., Megan W., Elizabeth A., 
Elizabeth P., Jamie R., Christopher C., Julie Blixen, Mary S., Abigail C., Molly H., Gordon S., 
Sara T., Eric B., Martha M., Kathleen A., Danielle M., Tiffany D., Melissa M., Michael M., Andy 
R., Keely A., Sara B., Eric B., Sujata D., Jennifer R., Marcie F., Lynn T., Jill S., Kim C., Melissa S., 
Amy A., Karinsa M. 
 

1. Welcome to the 2015-2016 South Side PTA!  
2. Presentation of May minutes.  Motion to approve –Rebekah W., seconded by 

Eliazbeth P.. 
3. We have 95 members so far, but had 130 last year. Great attendance at PTA coffee. 

Look for the call to join in What’s Happening. $7 for individual, 12 for family.  
4. South Side Volunteers. Cheryl Lehmann couldn’t be here tonight, but is thankful for 

volunteers we have and wants to encourage more families to be involved. Look for 
more information in future What’s Happenings. 

5. Education Forum on changes to enrichment on10/14, 7 to 8pm. Childcare will be 
available. Mr. Jaime Roundtree, Director of Elementary Teaching and Learning will 
be there to address why changes are being made and how changes will look in daily 
educational setting. There will be some time for comments and questions, but this 
will mostly be an informative session. 

6. Feeding Our Kids information presented by Marcie F. This program was started by 2 
mothers from Robeson about 2 years ago. Feeding Our Kids provides food over 
weekends for food insecure children. We need help with pickups of food bags. Let 
Marci know if you want to help. Look for more information on Facebook and on 
Listserv. What is involved in pickup? Volunteers sort and bag the food and put it in 
bins for each school. You pick up the South Side tubs and bring to school. Ms. 
Bellington (South Side’s Social Worker) distributes the food. It takes about 15 
minutes to pick up and then a few minutes to drop off at school. The more people 
who sign up, the less frequently each individual is called on to help. 

7. Walk a Thon will be held 10/7. This is the main fundraiser for our PTA. Our goal is 
to reach $8000 (although last year we had $11000!). The whole school will be 
outside from 2-2:30. K-2 will run/walk a 1k around school. Grades 3-5 will 
walk/run on the track. We encourage the kids to fundraise among their families and 
adults you know. We are keeping it simple this year and will give out water and 
popsicles at the Walk a Thon to celebrate. We will still need help on that day. Sign 
Up Genius to ask for volunteers to help with crowd control, help with popsicles, high 
five the kids. You can also just come and run/walk with your kid.. More information 
coming home soon.  

8. Afterschool programming – Jill S. Past 4 years South Side has had some great 
afterschool programs with Kids Movement Arts (KMA). While this programming 
started as a PTA sponsored activity, the model changed over the year and KMA did 
all the facilitation of the program. Last week KMA contacted the PTA to inform us 
that they couldn’t continue; as a for-profit company they would have to play a rental 
fee to Unit 4 that was more than the tuition they would earn. Owners Abigail and 
Aaron Chen have worked with PTA to keep the program at South Side. As a PTA we 
will once again sponsor their programs so there is no for-profit rental agreement 
required. We will need to pay KMA to handle the accounting and paperwork and 



they will contribute back a percentage of earnings to the PTA in the form of 
discounted rates for teaching a Zumba in PE. The PTA will sponsor KMA afterschool 
for $10 month and in turn we take a 10% discount on Zumba and it is a wash. 
Abigail and Aaron are members of our PTA. Our insurance will cover the activity. 
This is how other schools handle after school programming. We would like to have 
conversations with any students who want to attend but who cannot afford the 
tuition. We want to help them take part in these programs. There was a motion to 
approve and Jamie R. seconded the movement.  

9. Principal’s Report – Mr. Taylor.  
a. Welcome tonight and welcome to the school year. There are only four more 

weeks left in 1st quarter! Last year enrollment was just under 300, currently 
we are over 300.  

b. 1-5 grades have completed first Measurement of Academic Progress (MAP) 
testing. This is a nationally normed test in math and reading. Not given to 
kindergartners. 1st and 2nd grade have the test read to them. Given fall, 
winter, spring to help us look for growth. Teachers will share results at 
Parent/Teacher conferences. Mr. Taylor and the teachers talk about results 
and craft plans for individual learners.  

c. October 9 – Movie night showing “Home.” Bring a blanket to sit on and some 
snacks, there is some popcorn available. 6pm.  

d. Chromebooks – We have 5 sets in the building. Mr. Taylor wants to get to a 
1-Chromebook-to-1-student ratio. We are a Title I school so we get some 
money each year to spend on hiring or on products to support students. 
Would like 30 Chromebooks and a cart. Title I money pays for Chromebooks, 
but can’t spend the money on the cart or the needed licenses for the 
Chromebooks. PTA would like to support this, but any money is contingent 
on great Walk a Thon. Motion to table request contingent on Walk a Thon 
fundraising.  

10. Treasurer’s report – Elizabeth A.  
a. Treasurer’s report is for month of May. Not much business in summer. If you 

are on a committee, need the chair’s approval before spending money. If you 
have reimbursements, there are reimbursement forms in the PTA box in 
main office. We do not reimburse for tax so please use the slips for non-
profit tax-exempt status.  

b. Proposed budget for this year. Includes information on budget and spent last 
year and proposals for this year. Some budget items are off (yearbook) 
because the invoice came just before the end of fiscal year. Some items 
(Walk a Thon) we have budgeted conservatively but are not anticipating 
spending down the budget. Motion to approve, Danielle seconded.  

c. Some checks from last year that have not been cashed. Checks that haven’t 
been cashed by November are considered a donation; if we need to reissue a 
check, let us know.  

11. Meeting adjourned at 7:17.  


