
PTA Minutes – Pending approval 

14 Oct 2014 

Call to order 6:30 

 

Present: Bill T., Julie B., Jill S., Alice B., Jeff B., Molly H., Sara T., Arlene B., Susan Z., Elizabeth A., Anne G., 

Carinsa M., Sujata D., Rebekah W., Elizabeth P., Amy C., Danielle M., Jennifer R., Kathy R., Mary S., Lynn 

T., Will T., Tiffany D., Jill G. 

1. Presentation of Minutes from September. Vote to approve by Jill S. Seconded by Rebekah W. 

2. Membership Report by Danielle M. 123 members. A large percentage of our faculty is members, 

which is great. 

3. Treasurer’s Report by Elizabeth A. $818.25 in income and about $8500 in bank.  

4. Principal’s Report by Mr. Taylor.  

a. 1st quarter has ended and we’re already in to the 2nd quarter. Parent/Teacher 

conferences are October 23 and 24 with no school either day.  

b. Mr. Taylor happily recognized the PTA and Jill S. for a successful Walk A Thon: the goal 

was $9000 and we made over $11000!  

c. South Side will be invited to support the Illinois women’s nationally ranked volleyball 

team on November 8. Advance tickets for the South Side section will be $2Watch for 

fliers with more information.  

5. Walk A Thon update by Jill S. 11167.27is the current total! Mrs. Oldani’s room was the top 

classroom with Mrs. Roundtree a close second and both rooms get a party. Kristina was the top 

individual earner.   

6. Pumpkin Night/Reading Night update by Jennifer R. October 22 from 6-7:30. Kids bring in 

pumpkins, would be great if a character from a book. Lots of activities, snacks, fun. Clifford the 

Big Red Dog will be joining us as well! 

7. Bookfair Starts Monday October 20. This week is All for Books collection. Women’s Club of 

Champaign donated $250 for teachers to get books for classrooms. Teachers will have wish lists, 

so you can buy a book for the teachers. Book fair online shopping available, look for details on 

the mailing list and Facebook. We could still use volunteers. Our goal is $3200, to go to library. 

8. Next PTA meeting November 18 at 6:30.  

9. Referendum Slide Show presented by Dr. Zola http://futurefacilities.champaignschools.org 

10. Referendum Q&A with Dr. Zola.  
a. If the referendum passes in November, when would the new Central be complete? When 

would Centennial changes be complete?   

Under the proposed plan, the new Central would likely open in Fall 2018. This means that 
current 5th grade students would likely enter as the first freshman class in the new school. 

b. There has been talk about Edison move or rebuild. What is the current discussion and 
timeline in regards to Edison?   

The current Master Facility Plan provides for Edison to stay at their current location. The 
Master Facility Plan includes the following timeline and funding sources. There has been 
discussion at the board level of shifting this plan to include South Side ahead of the 
International Prep Academy on the timeline. 

 New Central: Referendum 2014 



 Centennial Addition/Renovation: Referendum 2014 

 Central Repurpose: Completed in phases using revenues from sale of property 
(consolidation of programs) 

 Dr. Howard: 2025-26 with 1% sales tax revenues 

 International Prep Academy (IPA): Continue to upgrade with existing O/M revenues 

 Edison: 2034-35 with 1% sales tax revenues 

 Franklin: 2034-35 with 1% sales tax revenues 

 Jefferson: 2034-35 with 1% sales tax revenues 

 South Side: 2034-35 with 1% sales tax revenues 
  

c. What is the future plan for all of the middle schools? They are at capacity now so how will 
they handle incoming classes?   
The District has plans to address the middle school facilities in the coming years as part of 
the Master Facility Plan. In order to address the increasing student population at the middle 
schools in the short term, the District plans to utilize portable classrooms and explore other 
efficient uses of the existing facilities.   

d. If Central receives new athletic fields, is there any talk about what happens to the current 
baseball/football fields on New St.?   

The District has begun discussing the future use of these fields adjacent to South Side and 
how to best utilize this space. 

e. What is the timeline for making South Side ADA compliant?   

A building renovation would be necessary to make South Side ADA compliant, and the 
timeline is part of the Master Facility Plan construction timeline above. 

f. What is the future plan for South Side? There was discussion of a k-8 and going from 2 to 3 
strand. What is the long term picture and timeline for South Side?   

Currently the plan is to build a K-8 Dr. Howard.  An evaluation of this grade configuration will 
determine the future direction for other buildings such as South Side and Edison. 

g. Will the Mellon building be torn down and if so what is the land going to be used for?   

It depends on the decision to have South Side expanded to a 3 strand K-8 or if it stays as a 2 
strand.  If Mellon is sold the revenue would be used to fund capital projects.  

h. Is it true that the company hired by the district to evaluate our schools and make 
suggestions to what improvements needed to come when, suggested taking care of the 
middle schools as a priority? Before the high schools?   

The community engagement firm and architects hired by the District in recent years 
acknowledged that there is a need at the middle school level but advised the District to 
pursue projects that address the high school needs based on the overwhelming community 
feedback it received during its engagement efforts and more pressing capacity issues at that 
level. 

i. Has the district looked into any grants or other forms of funding such as the one in Mount 
Vernon. They received $50,000,000 for the creating jobs program. These funds come from 
the state create construction jobs and help fund projects like this. Link here if you need 

http://www3.illinois.gov/PressReleases/PressReleasesListShow.cfm?RecNum=12627   

The District actively pursues and receives a considerable amount of grant funding each 
year.  Unit 4 is currently on the list but the State is behind in its funding of this 
initiative.  Funds received by the Capital Development Board would be used to address the 
projects on the Master Facility Plan. 

Adjourned at 7:30. 

http://www3.illinois.gov/PressReleases/PressReleasesListShow.cfm?RecNum=12627

